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The low level of Police presence in Seaford has been raised as a major concern by Residents, 

prompted by a series of events in a public garden in the town.  

 

There have been many reports on social media that groups of young people have for months / years 

gathered at the Seaford Football Club premises.  Underage drinking has been mentioned, bottles 

have been smashed leaving broken glass on the concrete viewing areas and the pitch, criminal 

damage to the Club premises has occurred, drugs have also been mentioned. 

 

Local residents have recently met with the Police representatives. One of the Police comments 

reported was that “they’ll grow out of it”.  That attitude is as unacceptable to Residents as it must be 

to you.   

 

The results of the actual - or apparent - lack of action by the Force to prevent these crimes are 

manifold.  

1. The damage, nuisance and self-harm continues. 

2. Opportunities to discover the source of the drugs and apprehend the dealers are missed.   

3. Those providing alcohol or selling it to those underage – parents or shops – are not being 

dealt with.   

4. The message received by the perpetrators is that low level criminal damage and antisocial 

behaviour is tolerated in Seaford.   

5. Before the Club grounds can next be used someone has to perform the quite risky task of 

clearing up every bit of glass and/or hypodermics.   

6. If not stopped when culprits are young, low level crime can become increasingly high, 

possibly leading to violent serious crimes in adulthood. 

7. Perhaps most important, regular drug use by someone with an incompletely developed 

brain will have long term effects; the employability level will likely suffer, and long term 

mental health issues may be suffered, both of which could require State funding to deal 

with. 
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CCTV images and footage has apparently been supplied to the Police and we are told that the 

identity of some of the offenders is known.  But nothing has been publicised about what measures 

have been taken, and such (anonymous) publicity is an absolute necessity if others are to be 

persuaded that they will be caught and prosecuted. It will also reassure local Residents that the 

matter is being taken seriously. 

 

Further, responding to a post by us on social media in which we have urged people to report crime 

to the Police online or by telephone, a respondent said: “I have reported events in Crouch 

Gardens on the Sussex Police website and never got a response! In the summer there is anti 

social behaviour and gatherings almost every night!”  A lack of response to a crime report 

hardly gives confidence that notice is being taken of the contents of the reporting system.  

The online crime map reports just ONE crime in the Crouch Gardens, and such an inaccurate 

report underlines that lack of confidence.   

 

Reporting by using 101 gives rise to a crime number.  Online reporting needs to do the 

same, since on the Police website each is an alternative to the other.  If a crime results in an 

insurance claim a crime number is essential. 

 

This is just one apparently minor, long term, problem whose cause could be laid at the door of the 

decision not to have officers on duty locally.  Seaford is a town of some 27,000 people, the largest in 

Lewes District, and it deserves better than this.  The financial constraints faced by the Force are well 

known, but comparatively low level crimes such as these need absolutely to be addressed for all the 

reasons given above.  

 

One comment often made is that Police can be despatched from Lewes to deal with crimes in 

progress.  Even under twos and blues the journey must take 15-20 minutes, more with traffic; if the 

nearest unit is the other side of the pinch-points of Newhaven or Exceat Bridge the response time 

can increase 3-fold.  Again, particularly in the event of a more major crime, that is unacceptable. 

 

Speaking for our members, residents all, we need to be reassured, please – 

• that a Police presence of 24 hours a day will be restored to Seaford, and the fact publicised 

for reassurance to us, as well as a warning to those who are involved in casual or more 

organised crime.   

• That online reporting will be responded to, and with a crime number. 

• That the crime map will accurately describe the state of affairs. 

 

We therefore look forward to your comments and actions with interest. 
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